Research Outline Template
I. Introduction (½ a page) 
a. Hook – interesting thought or statement to grab readers
b. Brief background/context of the topic 
i. What do readers need to know to understand?
ii. What is important for them to hear about first?
c. Walk through the importance of the topic 
i. Why should this topic be of interest to your reader? 
d. Thesis statement: What are you arguing and providing evidence of? 
Example – Women in prison should receive better nutrition, prenatal care and parenting classes. 
II. 1st Supporting Point to Your Thesis (1 ½ pages) 
a. Identify the 1st Point to support your thesis 
i. Background/Context of Point (to give your reader an understanding of this point and a good foundation for your argument)
ii. Why is this point important? (use appropriate in-text citations) 
iii. What is main idea to understand about the first point? (use appropriate in-text citations) 
b. Supporting Evidence (Show evidence of your point with facts and analysis)
i. Discuss what your research says on this point
1. Examples/Details
a. Quote/paraphrase/summarize sources accurately (do not change wording for your purpose)
b. Use correct in-text citations
2. Explain what these examples/details are saying (in your own words) 
a. Explain the significance of the quote in relation to the point you were making 
b. Why is this example important to support your point? 
3. Analysis of Supporting Evidence
a. Give your thoughts on what the evidence means
c. Supporting Evidence (Show evidence of your point with facts and analysis)
i. Discuss what your research says on this point
1. Examples/Details
a. Quote/paraphrase/summarize sources accurately (do not change wording for your purpose)
b. Use correct in-text citations
2. Explain what these examples/details are saying (in your own words) 
a. Explain the significance of the quote in relation to the point you were making 
b. Why is this example important to support your point? 
3. Analysis of Supporting Evidence
a. Give your thoughts on what the evidence means
d. Final thoughts on this point
i. Summarize your research above and state why it is important to supporting this point 
ii. Make assumptions or opinions that can be backed by your evidence 
1. Ex: Based on the research….

III. 2nd Supporting Point to Your Thesis (1 ½ pages) 
a. Identify the 2nd Point to support your thesis 
i. Background/Context of Point (to give your reader an understanding of this point and a good foundation for your argument)
ii. Why is this point important? (use appropriate in-text citations) 
iii. What is main idea to understand about the first point? (use appropriate in-text citations) 
b. Supporting Evidence (Show evidence of your point with facts and analysis)
i. Discuss what your research says on this point
1. Examples/Details
a. Quote/paraphrase/summarize sources accurately (do not change wording for your purpose)
b. Use correct in-text citations
2. Explain what these examples/details are saying (in your own words) 
a. Explain the significance of the quote in relation to the point you were making 
b. Why is this example important to support your point? 
3. Analysis of Supporting Evidence
a. Give your thoughts on what the evidence means
c. Supporting Evidence (Show evidence of your point with facts and analysis)
i. Discuss what your research says on this point
1. Examples/Details
a. Quote/paraphrase/summarize sources accurately (do not change wording for your purpose)
b. Use correct in-text citations
2. Explain what these examples/details are saying (in your own words) 
a. Explain the significance of the quote in relation to the point you were making 
b. Why is this example important to support your point? 
3. Analysis of Supporting Evidence
a. Give your thoughts on what the evidence means
d. Final thoughts on this point
i. Summarize your research above and state why it is important to supporting this point 
ii. Make assumptions or opinions that can be backed by your evidence 
1. Ex: Based on the research….

IV. 3rd Supporting Point to Your Thesis (1 ½ pages) 
a. Identify the 3rd Point to support your thesis 
i. Background/Context of Point (to give your reader an understanding of this point and a good foundation for your argument)
ii. Why is this point important? (use appropriate in-text citations) 
iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]What is main idea to understand about the first point? (use appropriate in-text citations) 
b. Supporting Evidence (Show evidence of your point with facts and analysis)
i. Discuss what your research says on this point
1. Examples/Details
a. Quote/paraphrase/summarize sources accurately (do not change wording for your purpose)
b. Use correct in-text citations
2. Explain what these examples/details are saying (in your own words) 
a. Explain the significance of the quote in relation to the point you were making 
b. Why is this example important to support your point? 
3. Analysis of Supporting Evidence
a. Give your thoughts on what the evidence means
c. Supporting Evidence (Show evidence of your point with facts and analysis)
i. Discuss what your research says on this point
1. Examples/Details
a. Quote/paraphrase/summarize sources accurately (do not change wording for your purpose)
b. Use correct in-text citations
2. Explain what these examples/details are saying (in your own words) 
a. Explain the significance of the quote in relation to the point you were making 
b. Why is this example important to support your point? 
3. Analysis of Supporting Evidence
a. Give your thoughts on what the evidence means
d. Final thoughts on this point
i. Summarize your research above and state why it is important to supporting this point 
ii. Make assumptions or opinions that can be backed by your evidence 
1. Ex: Based on the research….
V. Conclusion ( ½ a page)
a. Restate thesis in a new way 
b. Retrace the steps of your points 
c. Leave your reader with concluding or summarizing thought/s. (What conclusions have you made on this topic?)
